
The Intersection of 
Artificial Intelligence, 

Interior Design, and the 
Regulatory Landscape



Running & 
Tom Hanks







IKEA launches new AI-powered, 
digital experience empowering 
customers to create 
lifelike room designs



No More Decisions





This is terrifying.



Digital verification. 





What does that 
mean for licenses 
and certificates?



Another layer of 
fractured practices?



There is a lot of 
uncertainty right 
now in the design 

industry.















Life safety may 
change.





Human longevity 
hits 120.



Designers are going 
to enable life in new 

ways.



YOU
have the power.





Thinking ahead is 
strange.



YOU
have the power.



3 QUICK THINGS

1.    Designer, Futurist, & Senior Foresight Manager
       at Future Today Institute.

2.    Understand where the design industry is heading due 
        to AI.

3.    Logistics







Future of 
communities
Community formation, 
interactions, and locations 
by 2029.

Future of
cities
What happens to our urban 
centers and where people 
live?

State of US 
democracy
Will trust in democracy 
decline? How can trust be 
built?

AI’s impact 
on retail
What does generative AI 
mean for product ideation 
and design?

PAST FUTURES WORK



Founded in 2006, the Future Today Institute researches, 
models and prototypes growth, innovation, and strategic 
opportunity. As the leading strategic foresight and futures 
management consultants to executive leadership teams 
worldwide, FTI’s data-driven applied research finds 
inflections and disruptive potential early.

FTI positions leaders to define big bets, backcast 
roadmaps to present-day action, and achieve their visions 
of the future. “The goal isn’t predictions, it’s to be prepared.

The best way to prepare for the future is to
reverse-engineer a future world in which your
organization can thrive. Failing to plan is
planning to fail.”

– Amy Webb, CEO, FTI



FTI’S 
SEVEN-STEP 
FORECASTING 
FUNNEL



Today we will 
examine trends and 

uncertainties.



Priming
Exercise











Dallenbach’s Cow







The ability to see, hear, or become 
aware of something new in existing 
information. 

Noticing what others missed.

RE-PERCEPTION



We need to 
re-perceive where 

the industry is 
heading.



Important 
Terms



Artificial
Intelligence



LLMs



1. Narrow or Weak AI (ANI) – one task
2. General AI (AGI) – variety of tasks
3. Machine Learning (ML) – learning from data
4. Deep Learning – image and speech recognition
5. Natural Language Processing (NLP) – understand conversations
6. Computer Vision – understand visual information
7. Robotics – machines interacting in the physical world
8. Expert Systems – act as an advisor in specific domains
9. Reinforcement Learning – learn through feedback
10. Cognitive Computing – simulate human thought



1. Narrow or Weak AI (ANI) – specify furniture
2. General AI (AGI) – know human preferences
3. Machine Learning (ML) – analyze data for decisions
4. Deep Learning – recognize design styles in images
5. Natural Language Processing (NLP) – client communications
6. Computer Vision – analyze current spaces
7. Robotics – construction practices
8. Expert Systems – design guidance on standards
9. Reinforcement Learning – optimize layouts from feedback
10. Cognitive Computing – enhance the design process



AI can be
combined.



Generative
AI



Transformers
(think ChatGPT)



Deep
Fakes



Re-perceive these 
signals.

























What did you 
re-perceive?



Where is the 
Design Industry’s 

LLM?



Will there be a state 
by state approved 

LLM?



Will there be AI/data 
audits for each firm?



Can we automate 
compliance reports 

in new ways?



How can we 
automate learning?



AI Planning











Will designers act 
more as editors?



Can this be used to 
model meeting life 
safety standards?



Digital Twins
Testing









What if construction 
documents go 

away?



What are the 
standards for 
evaluating AI 
simulations?



What are the 
standards for space 

longevity?



Do you have to opt-
in in all spaces?



Prompting
Design











What if talking is 
the new designing?



What are the 
standards for the 

words we use?



But AI
is not alone.



Blockchain

Generative
AI

Interconnection of AI and Design’s Future

XR

Invisible
Interfaces

Biometric
Tech

Regenerative
Design

Additive
Manufacturing

Metamaterials

Modular
Construction

DAOs

Chrono
Urbanism

Asynchronous
Living

Immersive
Learning

Supply Chain
Disruptions

Tech / AI Global Shifts

Increased 
Mobility

Practice Changes



What’s coming next?



Generative AI takes 
over design.



Design becomes a 
commodity.



Regulators create 
standards for using 
LLMs and models.



Information sourcing 
and use changes.



A need for 
increasingly 

personalized CEUs.



States become split 
on what AI is 

allowed to do.



Data privacy is 
different in each 

state.



How do we visualize 
what’s next because of 
these uncertainties and 

trends?



Scenarios







For the Designer



The year: 2033



D esigners use more 
virtual design tools.



D esigners become more 
immersive and 

sensorially responsible.



E ach designer can have 
their own AI mentor.

For life.



D esigners use smarter 
materials.



D esigners make places that 
constantly change as they 

learn from us. 



W alk-U p C E U s
( The M obile C ID Q  CE U )

is here for you!

We create your custom CEUs 
in under an hour, including 

automatic reporting.



For You



The year: 2033



M ore extensive 
monitoring and 
collaboration.



Automatic 
portfolio
licensing.



N C ID Q .AI 
P ersonalize d testing.



C ID Q  203 3
Annual C onference



E xtreme weather housing 
regulation breakout 

sessions.



So, what now?



1. Review 
AI-integrated 

education needs.



2. Prepare for 
combined AI 

examinations and 
practices.



3. Determine the 
ethical use of AI in 

testing and practice.



4. Monitor state use 
of data and AI 

regulations.



5. Begin to workshop 
standardization on 

future skills.



6. Discuss innovation 
versus regulation.



The most dangerous shape in 
business and the world.



Ask “what if”
now…



More Resources



Mark Bryan
Senior Foresight Manager 
Future Today Institute 
mbryan@futuretodayinstitute.com 
646.389.0566


